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ABSTRAK  

Phrasal verb merupakan salah satu hal penting dalam belajar bahasa Inggris. Ini adalah 
kombinasi dua atau tiga kata dari kategori tata bahasa yang berbeda. Dapat berupa gabungan 
antara verba dan preposisi atau verba dan adverbia yang digunakan secara bersamaan dan 
menimbulkan suatu makna baru. Phrasal verb dapat memperkaya dan meningkatkan 
kemampuan bahasa Inggris kita dalam lirik lagu berbahasa Inggris. Memahami makna phrasal 
verb tidaklah mudah karena jarang diucapkan sehari-hari. Peneliti tertarik untuk menganalisis 
penelitian ini untuk mengetahui jenis kata kerja phrasal bahasa Inggris yang digunakan dalam 
lagu-lagu Adele; untuk mengetahui jenis phrasal verb bahasa Inggris yang paling sering 
digunakan; dan untuk mengetahui makna phrasal verb dalam lirik lagu Adele. Sementara itu, 
peneliti meyakini bahwa penelitian ini mempunyai banyak manfaat bagi pembaca dalam 
mempelajari phrasal verb. Misalnya, siswa dapat memperkaya dan membangun 
pengetahuannya tentang phrasal verb melalui lagu. Baik peneliti maupun pembaca dapat 
meningkatkan kemampuan belajar mengajarnya. Metode penelitian yang digunakan adalah 
deskriptif kualitatif. Data yang diperoleh dalam penelitian ini berasal dari lirik lagu Adele yang 
mengandung phrasal verbs. Ada beberapa lirik lagu Adele yang memiliki phrasal verba yang 
dapat dipisahkan, phrasal verba yang tidak dapat dipisahkan, phrasal verba transitif, dan 
phrasal verba intransitif. Dapat disimpulkan bahwa terdapat 17 phrasal verbs dalam 3 judul 
lagu Adele. Terdapat 35,29% phrasal verba yang dapat dipisahkan, 64,70% phrasal verba yang 
tidak dapat dipisahkan, 85,71% phrasal verba transitif, dan 29,41% verba phrasal intransitif. 
Yang paling sering digunakan adalah kata kerja phrasal yang tidak dapat dipisahkan.  

Kata Kunci: Phrasal verbs, lirik lagu Adele. 

 

 

ABSTRACT 

Phrasal verb is one of important things in learning English. It is the combination 0f two 
or three words from different grammatical categories. It can be combined between verb and 
preposition or verb and adverb that is used together and makes a new meaning. Phrasal verb 
can enrich and improve our English skill within English song lyrics. It is not easy to understand 
phrasal verb’s meaning because it is rare to be spoken daily. The researcher is interested in 
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analyse this study in order to find out types of English phrasal verb that are used in Adele’s 
songs; to find out types of English phrasal verb that are used the most frequently; and to find 
out the meanings of phrasal verb in the song lyrics of Adele. Meanwhile, the researchers 
believed that the research has many advantages for the readers in learning phrasal verb. For 
instances, the students can enrich and build their knowledge about phrasal verb through 
songs. Both the researchers and the readers can improve their teaching or learning’s ability. 
The method of the research was descriptive qualitative. The data that were gained in the 
research came from Adele’s song lyrics which contain phrasal verbs. There are some song lyrics 
of Adele that have separable phrasal verb, inseparable phrasal verb, transitive phrasal verb 
and intransitive phrasal verb. It could be concluded that there were 17 phrasal verbs in 3 of 
Adele’s title songs. There were 35,29% of separable phrasal verb, 64,70% of inseparable 
phrasal verb, 85,71% of transitive phrasal verb, and 29,41% 0f intransitive phrasal verb. The 
most frequently was inseparable phrasal verb. 

Keywords: Phrasal Verbs, Adele’s Song Lyrics. 

 

A. INTRODUCTION 

    Language is as a means of communication allows intercourse between multiple people. 

Language is communicative, dynamic, generative, structured, and arbitrary in nature. 

Therefore, everyone has to know and master a foreign language except his mother tongue 

language. English is one of the language studied by people because English is known as an 

internbational language. Seiddlhofer (2005) says that, “English is a lingua franca”. It means 

that English is choosen as the language that is used to get a communication to other people in 

different languages. We can say that English is widely used or spoken by the people in many 

countries in the world. All over the world use English in their daily lives. 

Learning a language is important in order to know about vocabulary. Vocabulary is the 

basic aspect in learning a language whether in written or oral form. Thornbury as cited in Utami 

(2014) says that without grammar very little can be conveyed but without vocabulary nothing 

can be conveyed. Here, it means vocabulary takes more effect in conveying meaning of a 

language rather than grammar. There are many ways in learning and improving vocabularies, 

one of them is by learning phrasal verb through listening to songs. 

As we know, English as an international language has many elements language. It is used 

in textual, audio, or visual media. One of the items in audio is English song. Now days, 

everybody can hear and learn English by listening to songs. Songs which consist of beautiful 

lyrics can attract listeners. Especially, for young listeners like listening to kinds of songs, 

because it is fun for them. Beside that, they can learn and improve some vocabularies by songs. 
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By having enough vocabularies will make a communication easier in using a language. That’s 

why vocabulary is useful as a basic aspect in learning. 

One of the topics in English song is phrasal verb. We can hear and find some of phrasal 

verbs in English song lyrics. Phrasal verb is a word that is combined with verb and preposition 

or adverb. It can be formed by two or three words; it has different meaning after combined. For 

example, look for, which has a meaning of “mencari”. If the words are separated, so look is 

“melihat” and for is “untuk”. Lingga as cited in Zulfa (2013) says that phrasal verb is a two-

word-phrases which consists of a verb with prepositi0n or adverb which creates a new meaning. 

To understand phrasal verb is not easy. We can’t get its meaning by translating each word 

literally. Mostly, it will have a new meaning after two words are combined. Another expert said 

that English phrasal verb differed into three categories: separable, inseparable, and intrasitive 

phrasal verb (King and Richard, 2006). Here, the researchers want to do a research to identify 

types of phrasal verb existed and find out the meanings of the phrasal verbs in song lyrics of 

Adele. There are three titles of Adele’s songs which are analyzed. The existed of phrasal verbs 

in the song lyrics will be various, for instance, inseparable phrasal verb or separable phrasal 

verb. According to the researchers’ opinion, phrasal verb is not simple to be understood because 

it is not familiar to our hearing every day. We are rarely to use phrasal verb in daily 

conversation. 

Some English songs contain phrasal verbs in the song lyrics. Song is easy listening and 

easy to follow. Most of people like listening to songs. It can make them feel relax and 

comfortable. Adele Laurie Blue Adkins or Adele is a famous singer-song writer from England 

who has sold millions of albums worldwide. She was born on May 5, 19888, in North London, 

England. She got many awards in music, like Grammy Award, Brit Award, Golden Globe 

Award and American Music Awards. She has been nominated for 18 Grammy and won a total 

of 15at the awards ceremonies in 2009, 2012 and 2017. She also got a songwriting Oscar for 

the James Bond track “Skyfall”. She is a great singer who sings    pop and R&B genres. She 

has sung many songs with many albums too. Her song lyrics have some  phrasal verbs; for 

instance, Turning Tables, Rolling in Deep, Someone Like you, and Send My Love. Three titles 

of those songs will be used to analyze and find the data source. Because of her background in 

music, the researchers choose and use those songs because the song lyrics provide phrasal 

verbs, moreover the song lyrics are nice. By songs, the researchers believe that will be easier 



Jurnal  

Pendidikan Inovatif  

https://journalversa.com/s/index.php/jpi  

 

376 

Volume 6, Nomor 2 

01 April 2024 

to learn and search phrasal verbs. Moreover, it will be easier to  get the meaning. The 

researchers only focus on finding English phrasal verb and its meaning in four song lyrics 

above. The researchers try to identify and classify meaning of the phrasal verbs used in the 

songs. 

The researchers read and conduct this study by other researches which are related to the 

research. The first was from Annisa and Nurlaila, entitled An Analysis of English Phrasal Verb 

Types Found in Maroon 5’s Album Song about Jane (2002) and Their Translation Techniques. 

The result shows that inseparable phrasal verb 34%, separable obligatory phrasal verb 26%, 

and intransitive phrasal verb 40% used in the song. Another research conducted by I.N. 

Pastikayana, et all (2018) stated that 65 words were intransitive phrasal verb and 64 words 

were transitive phrasal verb. From those previous researches, it is clearly seen that phrasal verb 

is exist in song. In addition, the research from I.N Pastikayana, et all, stated that there are 129 

phrasal verbs found in the movie entitled Crazy Stupid Love. Those phrasal verbs are 65 

intransitive (41 separable and 20 inseparable). The percentage of the phrasal verbs used in 

informal contexts are 79,6% phrasal verbs and in formal contexts are 20,93%. It shows that 

phrasal verbs are often used by native speakers in their conversation as can be seen in that 

movie. The percentage of phrasal verbs used in formal context is lower than informal context. 

It is because most of the scenes of conversations are done in informal situation. 

The title of the research is An Identification of Phrasal Verb with the Meanings in Adele’s 

Song Lyrics. The research aimed at describing the use of phrasal verbs which are in the Adele’s 

song lyrics and identify types with the meaning of phrasal verbs included in the song lyrics. 

Descriptive qualitative is used in doing this research with using primary and secondary data 

taken. 

Identification of the Problem 

The researchers want to identify and find out : 

1. the types of phrasal verbs which existed in Adele’s song lyrics 

2. the meanings of the phrasal verb found in Adele’s song lyrics 

3. the percentage of types of phrasal verbs used  

Limitation of the Problem 
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In relation to the extent of the problems describe above, the limitation of problems to be 

identified are: 

1. types of phrasal verbs: separable, inseparable, transitive, and intransitive phrasal verb 

2. Adele’s song lyrics: Turning Tables, Rolling in Deep, and Someone Like you  

Formulation of the Problem 

From the items above, the researchers would like to know about: 

1. what types of phrasal verb are used in the Adele’s song lyrics? 

2. how many phrasal verbs are used in those songs chosen? 

3. what are the meanings of the phrasal verbs which are found in the song lyrics? 

Benefits of the Research  

The purposes of the research are: 

1. to know the types of phrasal verbs used in the song of lyrics 

2. to know some meanings of the phrasal verbs existed in the song of lyrics 

B. REVIEW OF LITERATURE 

Syntax is a branch of linguistics which studies about patterning words into phrases, 

clauses and sentence. Adger (2015) said, syntax is the cognitive capacity of human beings that 

allows us  to connect linguistic meaning with linguistic form. A word is a speech sound or a 

combination of sound. A word is a single distinct meaningful element of speech or writing. 

Moreover Saeed (2015) states, another motivation for the study of word meaning comes from  

dictionary  writers  as  they  try  to  establish  meaning correspondences between   words   in   

different   languages,   or   in   monolingual dictionaries, seek to provide definitions for all the 

words of a language in terms of a simple core vocabulary.  

 According to Lu & Sun (2017), phrasal verb is a construction that consists of a verb 

and an adverbial particle and functions as a single unit lexically and syntactically.  A phrasal 

verb means  a special  kind  of  verb  that  consists  of  two  or  three parts. The first part is 

always a verb. The next part is a word such as across, after, away, back, down, in, into, off, on, 

out, over or up In a phrasal verb, this second part is called a particle.  There are four types of 

phrasal verbs include: transitive, intransitive, separable and non-separable. Transitive phrasal 
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verbs have direct object. Without an object, a sentence having a phrasal verb cannot make a 

complete sense.   

Transitive phrasal verbs have direct object. Without an object, a sentence having a phrasal 

verb cannot make a complete sense.  The following sentences having the objects  (as  

underlined)  that  express  a complete  meaning.  For example: “She will set up a meeting with 

the client”.  (set up = phrasal verb) and (a meeting = direct object). “he carried on his work”.  

(carried on = phrasal verb) and (his work = direct object).  

Intransitive phrasal verbs do not have a direct object.  Without an object, a sentence 

having a phrasal verb can make a complete sense. The following sentences do not have an 

object in them, but still the sentences expresses complete meaning. For example: “His father 

passed away last year”.  (passed away = phrasal verb) “They woke up at 6.30 this morning”. 

(woke up = phrasal verb). These sentences do not have objects.  

A phrasal verb is a verb combine with a preposition or adverb (or both) that means 

something different from each of the words that make up the verb. Separable phrasal verb can 

be broken up by other words, while inseparable phrasal verbs cannot be separated by other 

words. Separable phrasal verbs are the phrasal verbs which words can be separated for using 

in different places in a sentence. Its verb and preposition can be separated.  The particle in a 

separable verb can go before or after noun object. Such phrasal verbs can be used as in joined 

form as well as in separated form. Some of the transitive verbs are separable and some of them 

are inseparable. For examples: “She turned on the television”. “She turned ‘the television on”. 

“He switched off the light”. “He switched the light off”. 

Inseparable phrasal verbs are the phrasal verbs which words cannot be separated for using 

it in different places in a sentence.  Its verb and preposition cannot be separated. They remain 

together. All the intransitive verbs are inseparable.  For examples: “He is trying to give up 

smoking”. “The flood brought about a huge disaster” 

There have been several researchers who have conducted previous research. The first, 

Nisa and Helmie (2020), from Surya Kancana University. The research title is “An Analysis of 

Phrasal Verbs in the Novel Gulliver’s Travel by Jonathan Swift”. In this research, the writer 

focused on syntax that has to do with phrasal verbs. The purpose of the research is to find out 

the kinds of phrasal verbs encountered in novel Gulliver’s travel and the meaning of those 

phrasal verbs. The object of the research is the novel Gulliver’s travel 1926. This research used 
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qualitative research. In addition, this research helped the reader in enriching vocabularies and 

could be example or additional reference for researcher who wants to analyze phrasal verbs of 

the novel in their research and also could be useful for students who learn about phrasal verbs 

in the novel. There are 30 words of phrasal verbs found in the novel as the data source. Those 

particles that form the phrasal verb are out, down, to, on, up, off, from, in, away and into. Based 

on the data we know that are phrasal verb in the novel and we know the different from phrasal 

verb and verb phrase in written form. 

Wulandari (2015), from Gunadarma University. The writer conducts a research with the 

topic An Analysis of English Phrasal Verb in The Novel “Abandon” and its translation. Through 

this research, the writer found out English Phrasal Verb in a novel that has been translated into 

Indonesian.  In this research, the writer focuses on what kind of English phrasal verbs that 

occur in the Abandon novel and the meanings its translation. The purposes of the research is to 

find out the difficulties encountered by the researcher in the translation of English phrasal verb 

and to solve the difficulties faced by the researcher in translating English phrasal verb in the 

Abandon Novel by Meg Cabot. The research employed descriptive qualitative research. The 

data of this research are some of the phrasal verbs Taken from Cabot’s Abandon, and its 

translation by Lucia Aryani. From the novel, the writer only took thirty sentences which contain 

English phrasal verb randomly from first 65 pages of the novel. The result of the study shown 

that from 30 data, 21 data belong to level shift that consists of phrasal verb into verb and The 

researcher find 9 data belong to equivalence translation that consists of formal equivalence and 

dynamic equivalence. 

Santika, Putri and Suastini (2017), from Stiba Saraswati Denpasar. The title of the 

research is “Translation of Phrasal Verb into Indonesian”. This study has two aims, those are 

to analyze:  (1)  the  classification  of  phrasal  verbs  found  in  a  short  story  and  the 

classification of their translations in Indonesian done by some English teachers from some 

primary schools in Denpasar, and  (2)  how  the  meaning  of  phrasal  verbs  in  SL  help  to  

determine  their  equivalents  in  TL.  The classification and the meaning of phrasal verbs are 

proposed by McArthur and Atkins (1975). Based on the analysis there were three categories of 

34 phrasal verbs found in the data source, those are: intransitive verbs, transitive separable 

verbs, and transitive fused verbs.  The results found that most of the phrasal verbs are included 

into transitive separable verbs and from the three categories of phrasal verbs; they were 
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translated mostly into transitive verbs. Meanwhile, the meanings of phrasal verbs in SL 

determine the suitable equivalents for the phrasal verbs in TL since there were variants 

equivalents given in the translations. 

Those three previous studies analyzed about phrasal verbs and their meanings. The 

writers used novels and a short story as an object of the research in getting data. The writers 

found and analyzed some phrasal verbs in different types of phrasal verb in the novels and a 

short story.  However, this research uses Adele’s song lyrics as an object of the research to find 

phrasal verbs used in the songs and its meanings. Besides, the three previous studies used 

qualitative research as well as this research uses qualitative research. 

According to King and Richard (2006), there are three differed English phrasal verbs; 

separable, inseparable, and intransitive phrasal verb. Based on the statement, this research is 

analyzed and identified types of phrasal verb with its meaning in song lyrics of Adele. There 

are three titles of Adele’s songs which are analyzed. The kinds of phrasal verbs in the song 

lyrics are found and classified as well as the theory of phrasal verb from King and Richard.  

It is rarely to use phrasal verbs in formal situation, it is commonly used in informal 

spoken English. Song is an example of informal spoken English.  Song has a role in language 

learning. It is useful for practicing vocabulary for listeners or listeners. Because it is easy to 

make change the mood and feeling. With song lyrics can help listeners to know and learn 

phrasal verbs directly.  Song contains examples of language; the language in the song is simple. 

It can give a highly motivation to learn language. For instance, there in Adele’s song lyrics 

have phrasal verbs which can help a listener to know and learn it. While listening to the songs, 

listeners can get simple new language acquisition. It can be heard everywhere; it does not need 

special time and place to hear it. The listeners can use it in anytime and everywhere they can 

play it. Phrasal verbs in the songs make the songs sound interesting and convenient to hear. As 

the previous explanation above, the writers focus on the kinds of phrasal verbs that are in song 

lyrics of Adele. We would like identify the phrasal verbs with the meanings of Adele’s song 

lyrics. 

C. RESEARCH METHODS 

This study used descriptive qualitative approach, in which all the data are analysed to get 

the research’s result and conclusion. The research carried out is descriptive qualitative. 

Descriptive qualitative is research that asks questions about nature incidence, or distribution of 
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variable; it involves describing but not manipulating variable. Descriptive qualitative which 

the data is collected in the form of words or pictures rather than numbers. According to Johnson 

and Christensen (2007), qualitative research is a reseach that relies on the collection of 

qualitative data. 

The data were taken from an identification of phrasal verb in three of Adele’s song lyrics. 

The data revealed about the song lyrics which had transitive, intransitive, separable, and 

inseparable phrasal verbs. The existed data were analysed in order to get the specific phrasal 

verbs in the song lyrics. The researchers then identified the meaning of the phrasal verbs which 

existed in the song lyrics of Adele’s. There were three title’s songs of Adele which the 

researchers identified: Rolling in Deep, Turning Tables, and Someone like You. Those songs 

were broadcasted in 2011. 

As mentioned above, the study used descriptive qualitative method. To support the 

research, the researchers took primary data and secondary data. Primary data which was 

collected directly from the three of song lyrics of Adele. Then, the primary data was processed 

by the researchers to generate the data analysis. This part, the researchers identified and 

classified the data based on the types of phrasal verbs. Meanwhile, the secondary the data were 

collected from searching literature research or library research. The theory or the analysis from 

the some experts were important to support the research ran smoothly. 

In the research, there were some steps that the researchers did. They were construction, 

observation, data transcription, analysis and classification the data, calculation, and finding the 

meanings. 

1. Construction the Problems 

The researchers constructed the research problems in this research; knowing the types of 

the phrasal verbs, calculating the percentage of the certain phrasal verbs, and finding the 

meanings which appeared in the songs. 

2. Observation 

The researchers did an observation to the three of Adele’s songs in 2011 released by 

listening to her songs. It held by several times to be more focus. The songs’ titles were 

Turning Tables, Someone Like You, and Rolling in Deep. The researchers played and 

listened to the songs many times, at least three times. Those songs with their own themes 

and different phrasal verbs could make the song lyrics sounded good to be heard. 
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3. Data Transcripti0n 

Here, the researchers did a data trancription by writing the song lyrics which were chosen 

to be analyzed. By writing the song lyrics, it would help the researchers to identify the 

phrasal verbs clearly. As the result, it could be seen what lyrics used phrasal verbs. 

4. Analysis and Classification the Data 

In this step, the researchers did some steps as follows: (a) collecting all song lyrics that 

had phrasal verbs and (b) identifying and defining those phrasal verbs into the types of 

them. Identifying the phrasal verbs into several types: separable phrasal verb, inseparable 

phrasal verb, transitive phrasal verb, and intransitive phrasal verb. Separable phrasal verb 

means the verb and particle can be apart or together (for example, they’ve called the 

meeting off or they’ve called of the meeting) ; inseparable phrasal verb means the verb 

and particle can not be separated (for example, she looks after her grandmother well); 

transitive phrasal verb means phrasal verb needs a direct object (for example, his parents 

look for him); intransitive phrasal verb means phrasal verb doesn’t need a direct object 

(for example, he knows what I am fighting for). The data were put into the tables with 

the certain type. 

5. Calculating the Data 

To calculate the percentage of the phrasal verbs used in the song lyrics of someone like 

you, turning the tables, and rolling in deep, the reseach used this formula: 

f(n) x 100% 
       N 

f(n) = the frequency of certain phrasal verb 

N = the number 0f all phrasal verbs 

  

There were several stages taken to get the calculation of data. First, the researchers 

classified the categories of phrasal verbs in the song lyrics (Turning the tables, Someone 

Like you, and Rolling in deep). How many phrasal verbs were included in separable 

phrasal verb, inseparable phrasal verb, transitive phrasal verb, or intransitive phrasal verb 

by using the formulation above. Then, the phrasal verbs had been identified by 

researchers put into the tables provided based on the categories. 
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6. Finding the Meanings 

The last step was finding the meaning of the phrasal verbs that existed in the songs 

previously. It is usefull to be done for giving a right perception of the meaning of the 

song lyrics. Phrasal verbs have their own meanings. Verb with one or two particles in 

phrasal verbs, of course have special or different meaning when they are alone. For 

instances, I will never be knocked down. The sentence was taken from the song lyric of 

Turning Tables. There, we can see it “knocked down” is a inseparable phrasal verb. 

Knock means to strike something with a sharp blow, meanwhile down means toward or 

in a lower physical position. Absolutely, if they are combined, the meaning is changeable. 

According to the dictionary, knock down means to push someone so that may fall; to 

destroy; or to reduce price. How great phrasal verb is. The reserachers’ references were 

from British dictionary, American dictionary, and others references. 

D. FINDING AND DISCUSSION 

In this chapter the research design of this research used descriptive qualitative. The data 

that was used was the words that contained phrasal verb in lyrics song and the source of data 

was from Adele’s songs. Moreover, the discussion would be more focused on the types of 

phrasal verb that were used in Adele’s song lyrics and their meanings as well. There were three 

songs of Adele which were identified, namely Turning Tables, Someone Like you, and Rolling 

in Deep. From the song lyrics observed, there were found 17 phrasal verbs in 3 of Adele’s title 

song lyrics. There were 35,29% of separable phrasal verb, 64,70% of inseparable phrasal verb, 

85,71% of transitive phrasal verb, and 29,41% of intransitive phrasal verb. Separable and 

inseparable phrasal verbs were included in transitive or intransitive phrasal verbs. 

Separable phrasal verbs are the phrasal verbs which words can be separated for using in 

different places in a sentence. Its verb and preposition can be separated.  The particle in a 

separable verb can go before or after noun object. Such phrasal verbs can be used as in joined 

form as well as in separated form. There were 6 data of separable verb that were found in three 

of Adele’s song lyrics. They can be seen below: 
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No Separable Phrasal Verb Meaning  

1 Go ahead and sell me out Terus cobalah 

2 Bring me out the dark Mengeluarkanku dari rasa sedih 

3 Turn my sorrow into 

treasured gold 

Mengubah sedihku 

4 You’ll pay me back in kind 

and reap just what you sow 

Kamu akan membayar yang telah kamu lakukan 

5 I hate to turn up out of the 

blue 

Aku benci muncul tiba-tiba 

6 The scars of your love 

remind me of us 

Luka karena cintamu mengingatkanku tentang kita 

     Inseparable phrasal verb is phrasal verb that the object must come after the particle. 

There were 11 data of inseparable phrasal verb that were found in the songs. They were shown 

below: 

No Inseparable Phrasal Verb Meaning 

1 Ain’t like you to hold back Kamu bukan orang yang ragu 

2 What you look for Mencari apa yang kamu cari 

3 Roll in the deep Bergulir di dalam 

4 God only knows what we’re 

fighting for 

Tuhan tahu apa yang kita perjuangkan 

5 No I will never be knocked 

down 

Aku tidak akan pernah kalah 

6 When the thunder calls for me Saat gemuruh memanggilku 
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7 Bound by the surprise of our 

glory days 

Terikat oleh kejutan hari-hari jaya kita 

8 But I couldn’t stay away  Tetapi aku tidak bisa menjauh 

9 I can’t keep up with your 

turning tables 

Aku tidak dapat melanjutkan memutar balikan kata 

bagai meja putar 

10 I heard that you’re settled 

down 

Saya dengar kamu telah merasa tenang 

11 Think of me in the depths of 

your despair 

Pikirkan aku di dalam keputusasaanmu 

Intransitive phrasal verb is phrasal verb that does not take an object to complete the 

meaning. It could come from separable or inseparable phrasal verb. There were 5 data in the 

three of song lyrics. They can be shown in the following: 

• Ain’t like you to hold back 

• What you look for 

• God only knows what we’re fighting for 

• But I couldn’t stay away 

• I heard that you’re settled down 

 

Transitive phrasal verb needs an object to complete the meaning. Transitive phrasal verb 

could be separable or inseparable phrasal verb. It can be put between the verb and the 

preposition. There were 12 data in the three of song lyrics. They can be shown in the following: 

• Go ahead and sell me out 

• Bring me out the dark 

• Tun my sorrow into treasured gold 

• You’ll pay me back in kind 

• Turn up out of the blue 

• Remind me of us 

• Roll in the deep 
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• I will never be knocked down 

• When the thunder calls for me 

• I can’t keep up with your turning tables  

• Bound by the surprise of our glory days 

• Think of me in the depths of your despair 

 

Type of phrasal verb that were used mostly in the Adele’s song lyrics was transitive 

phrasal verb. There were 12 of 17 phrasal verbs in total. 

E. CONCLUSION 

Regarding to the result of the identification of phrasal verb in Adele’s song lyrics, in brief 

there are 17 phrasal verbs which including in separable phrasal verb with 6 data, inseparable 

verb with 11 data, transitive phrasal verb with 12 data, and intransitive phrasal verb with 5 data. 

Types of phrasal verb that is the most used is transitive phrasal verb. The data shows that 17 

phrasal verbs are existed in three of Adele’s song lyrics. 

    It can be concluded that phrasal verb can be found in song lyrics and others. By 

listening songs can help listeners to know and learn phrasal verbs directly.  Moreover, while 

listening to the songs, listeners can get simple new language acquisition. It can be heard 

everywhere; it does not need special time and place to hear it. The listeners can use it in anytime 

and everywhere they can play it. 
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